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** The prophets, as well as iheevaD^ellsts and apostlei, 
tpeak somftimes of the divine^ sometimes of the human mi- 
lure of Chri>t : when they speak of the former, (hey shew 
forth its glory, excelUnce, omoipoteooe, omnisclencet 
and eternity ; when thry speak of the latter, they shew 
forth its humiliations, afflictions, sufferings, nod death. 
And those who dn not make the proper distinction be* 
i#eeo the two natures of Christ, the human and the di- 
vine, will CTer make blunders as well as the Jews. It if 
only on the ground of two natures io Christ, that the scrip- 
tures which »peak of him, either in the Old or New Tes- 
tament, cao be po^iibly understood. No position in the 
iiospel h plainer than this, Ood was manifest io iheJleshJ'* 

Dr. jidam Ctark€*% Commentary, Joho xU. SL 
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IS TIlElll RESPECTIVE AS WELL AS JOINP 

0le/alion<f 

TO TUB 



EY GREEN ATKINSON. 



Fifr it is tht Blood that maktth «» Jtvnementfor the Souf, 

Leviticus xvii. 11. 
There remnineth no more Saerijioefor Sine, Her. x, 96. 
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.aej/'valuynd on ^me t^fa/u^^ ^(^ m& 

t£co^ecd ^ a .^Un^ yt^ c/ieca 
fnore chA^nc/^^ ana cO'Ti^deauen/^^ 



mere 



i^/a^eo^^ //larv ^wAecA ^noTte ^afi o^ 
..,,one^ /mil me t^n^£^ cCedcrc /& 

^ oa^^no^ ce ctemea^ mtit ci^ 
even <^ mm ana ^cearnea tA't^^f • 



V€/ievea^ mix/ vo^/i^ m^ A^e/man 
imi^ anci me ^cvene tyVcUuii^ r/ 

Me 



a/ter aui ^reic^^wton^ i/nlo me 
^ieaw-nd (^ ^^lircUl)^^ cmol mere 
i€7n{im^ txnuhn^^ ^me cpe^nAf c^ 
me ^am/Tiec^ Jv^ jOCJJte ^i^ne Me^^ 

'^mou^ me c^&n^ ^Uer minis' ad^^ 
jdare€/ o^ Aii <^UH[^ ma^ MJMu/of 
6e 'Wi/^ tJ^U/nide^ m^ .^ShiracuM o-n 
me vet^ ^ay^ or Mi .^W^/,-,- 

9ve AetiTcC,^^ 



^£C€UMe meu cire ou// one/ AoTt^evel 



^o 



^imaMea 79ia^ ^ InM are ^<!^T&/t 

CMva /i€M "nM^ a ^e^nace/j^ a^ Aei» 
^ruia^Uj >c&^ -*r .Mm 'jvere^ ^t^en 

mere no (Me^f' 3^^e€UH>fi A>^ a^ Tizcrw^ 

^ tJ/isi^u>r€Uio?v^ ^ma^ noi cm><^ 
^im^ ii- Tucre uAe^^ h-Ai&venf tie 



H 



arAe^^ noAv^ J^o^veUn^^ Ay wAuA 

%7i)tm notf ^(ymeu^fiead ^ Aer £Acf^ 
jdAe kfActe^ Ae (Ackf^ecA *^ kfucA 
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^Aet^ yeer&xm/^ ^tir^ ^'VuA ^ti^f 
-fjuicMea lo- iemove me <^^^^^' 

or 6mde wm imncMilu 'mU ^e£eve 



/<? 



y&^>re A^^ me Ifm^ /^*^ ^ 
iie (Moi^oTHf or Mi^' c^^s^ ^ vadi 

tdcuned iieU Ae ^waeid' e^o^ Tnoji 
Ao^ Groccna/ an^/ lna£ ^(me^M 
^noA' ever ^^een ret>ea^a io %Aban^ ' 
^nuA Auiifenfy 6ie ^le/^na/ ^nni^u 

(ma 
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or me %y4)^ne7?ten^ a^ ^in444^ J^eated 



a/cf auonoiM/ (h Q^oMf^^ n<yu> ana 
yw ever, t/mneyv. ^^ 




^Y^ xAume^^ Z^/ 
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O Thou, my all I 

My theme, my InsptratioD, and my crown I 

My strength in age ! my rise in low estate ! 

My soul's ambition, pleasare* wealth— my world, 

My light in darltness ! and my life in death! 

My boast through time ! bliss ill eternity 1 

Eternity too short to speak thy praise! 

Or fathom thy profound of LOVE to MAN I 

Touvci* 
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CHAP. I. 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS ON THE IM* 
PORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT. — GENERAL 
RECOGNITION, BY MANKIND, OF THE 
PRINCIPLE OF ATONEMENT FOR SIN« 

X HERE is no subject within the whole 
compass of human thought, which ranks 
higher hi sublimity and importance, than 
that of the Atonement by Christ Jesus. 

C It may, 



me ^amnec^ /c>^ ,di7mie ^i^me Ale-^ 
^maU' ^o S^ ^^eafecltec&on/ a^ 
«mou^ me emm^ ^u>e^ ^vad' itO'* 

ve wcm fM^Tttde^ m .^Saraouiife o-n 
me vet^ ^ay or ^Ad •^^^^a..- 

9ve Aear{/,^^ 



never /io^V'neay..,iue/' n^aw^ ^m cero 

io auediion you/ J^tmc^/ed^ ^meie^ 
^^ccucde meu eire ou// an(/naweve€ 



so VICTIM OF THE 

€md immortaliiy ; He did, indeed, cast 
upon the battlements and towers of the 
heavenly Jerusalem the broad glare of re- 
velation, and made her crystal streets and 
golden palaces dazzle the eye of gazing 
Faith ; — ^yet even this celestial glory itself 
is inseparable from the Cross of Christ ; — 
every ray that emanates from that hea- 
venly world, centres in this focus, shed;^ 
ding the pure light of eternal day upon that 
mournful scene which darkened the mid- 
day sun, and covered the heavens wiiit 
blackness. 

To subserve the high purposes of God,^ 
in connection with this Subject, all the 
machinery of Providence, and all the mi* 
nistry of Angels, are employed ; — ^the hea- 
venly 
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^Aet^ yeer&xm/^ yor^ ^vuA ^ti^f 
-fjuicMea lo- Remove me <^^^^^' 

(^ 6mde wAo imA^Miclu wUC ^e£eve 
nom^n^. 
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y^m>re A^^ me /^?sjife^ ^e/i^ a£ 
iie Uooihm o^ nii^ c^^3^ ^ vasi 
^ cus^ ^n^^ailcmce, c%? U' con* 
tdcaned m€ii Ae ^waeid' e^o^ Tnoji 

^noA' ever ^^een revea^ct io ^Atan^ ' 
wnuA A€edenfy 6ie ^le/^na/ ^nmi^ 

(ma 
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a/cf auonoiM/ (p y^^^^ ncyia ana 
yw ever, t/mneyv, ^^ 
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whom they did not like to retain in their 
knowledge. 

Amongst the Patriarchs, Abel^ Noah^ 
Abraham, Isciac, Jacob, and Job, and 
without all doubt, Adcun himself, in the 

first 



riod : for as, in the early ages of the world, and be- 
fore the introduction of letters into any country, it 
may be supposed that the signs or characters by 
which things were denoted, were adopted, not all 
at once, but successively, as the things represented 
became the objects of attention; so, it is not unrea- 
sonable to conclude, that the Crux yinaatOf which 
represented no vbible object, but a subject purely 
speculative, would be amongst those characters 
which were the latest adopted by the people of 
Egypt. . It is needless to remark, that the Hebrew 
Institution is adverted to by our Lord, in direct re« 
ference to his Cross : •tfs Motes lifted up^ &c 
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first instance, erected altars to Jehovah, 
and caused the smoke of their propitiatory 
offerings to ascend towards the heavens : 
nor was the offering of these sacrifices a 
rare occurrence with these holy ancients ; 
but one to which they ever attached the 
utmost importance, and to which some of 
them at least, as, for instance, Job^ attend- 
ed continually; or, as it is emphatically 
expressed in the original, CD^O'H'i^j col ha 
yamim^ aU^ or every of the days *. And, 

as 



* AUIiough this Text may relate only to Job's 
offerings on behalf of his children, during the days 
of their feasting, yet it must be taken, as our Trans* 
lators appear to have assumed, as a fair fl)>erimen of 
his constant and most religious attention to the or- 
dinance, both for himself and others. 
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as for the diviDely-instituted religion of the 
Jewish people, it was principally and es- 
sentially a system of sacrificial rites and 
observances, which were a figure for the 
iime then present of the future advent and 
death of the promised Christ, — the Lamb 
tlainfrom the fouMcUxtion of the world; to 
whom these rites and observances all re- 
ferred, and in whom they all had their ac- 
complishment : JPor, saith the Author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, when Moses 
had spoken every precept to aU the people ^ 
according to tfie Law, he took the blood of 
ccUves and of goats y with water ^ andscar* 
let wool, and hyssop^ and sprinkled both 
the book^ tmd aU the people; saying, this 
is the blood qf the Testament which God 

hath 
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hath enjoined unio you: — moreover , adds 
the sacred writer, he sprinkled likewise 
wiih blood both the tabernacle and all the 
vessels of the ministry y and almost ALL 
Things are by the Law purged with 
BLOOD ; which Blood was typical of the 
preciovLS Blood of Christ; who is not (like 
the Jewish High-Priest,) entered into the 
Holy Places made with hands^ the figures 
of the true; but into heaven itself now to 
appear in the presence of God for tis. 

Id turning from the Patriarchal & Mo- 
saic dispensations, to the Gentile world, it 
were easy to demonstrate most convincing- 
ly, by a variety of facts, that some of the 
most benighted nations on the face of the 
earth, — nations, on whose " moral gloom 

D profound," 
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I'll < ■ ■ I 



m^t^^r^^ 



profound, ** i^otone ray of express revela- 

iion was ever known to shine, have imme- 

^orially sought to propitiate their divini- 

^ies by eertain yiearious saerifiees; and al- 

.though these always were^ and in many 

^ases^ still are, accompanied by the most 

<crue)^ obscene, and even diabolical rites ; 

yet their existejice clearly establishes the 

^aet, that there has always rested on the 
< 
ininds of the Sacrificers, however it might 

i)e prQduced, the mysterious and operative 

.conviction, that without shedding of blood 

/there is no remission. Nor is the force of 

^his circumstance diminished by the consi- 

4eration, that many of these nations, from 

itheir respective geographical positions, 

49ould not possibly derive from eaph other 
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the principle- and ptactieerof proj^ithitbry' 
sacrifice ;^ aiid^ Ibaf theses Iherefb^^ must 
have been derived by^all frota' cvne" common' 
origin, and so perpetuated, through the 
fopse of numerous ages, by successive ge- 
nerations of men*- 



St GHAP ii; 
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CHAP. II. 

OF THE MANHOOD OF CHRIST, AS CONNECTED 
WITH THE ATONEMENT. 

JbiVERT expiatory Sacrifice necessarily 
implies a Victim; for without this, there 
could be DO Offering, and consequently, 
no Propitiation : and, as the doctrine of 
Atonement for Sin is evidently founded in 
the principle of Restitution, which is an 
eternal rule of Righteousness; so it was in- 
dispensably necessary, that the Sacrifice ia 
question should be effected IN the nature 

D 3 IMPLICATED 
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IMPLICATED IN THE GUILT, and in none 
other : — hence, the equity of God, when 
the great Sin-Offering was ordained, pass- 
ed by the Nature of Angels ; and hence 
also, on the other hand, it wt»s not poasU 
hie that the Blood of Butlsy or of GocUs^ 
could take away sin; although this Blood, 
indeed, with the ashes of an Hetfer sprink^ 
ling the uncJean^ might, and did, by the 
Divine appointment, sanctify ceremonially 
and typically to the purifying of theflesh* 

» 

No,— 

<«7^ot all the Blood of Beasts, 
Od Jewish Altars slain, 
Could give the goilty conscience peace. 
Or wash away the stain." 

When, therefore, satisfaction is to be 
made for the sin of man^ man himself 

MUST 
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MUST BE THE VICTIM ! The intepity of the 
Divine Attributes, and the eqaity of the 
Divine Govc^rnment, indispensably require 
this: — DcA^r^or^, saith the Scripture, when 
Hcy the Christ, comeih into the world, U^ 
MO/Uhi Sacrifice and Offering thou wonUe^ 
not; but a BODY h€isi ti^ou prepared me,: 
a Body of flesh and blood, essentially hu^ 
man, containing a human Spirit, endued 
with human faculties and passions, tog;ether 
constituting a perfect Man, the Man 
Cfhrist Jesus. 

Such, then, was tbe Victim provided 
for the world's atonement ; ^^ of a reason* 
able soul, and human flesh subsisting;'* in 
whom, moreover, dwelt the fulness of the 
Qodheady in the second Person of. the 

glorious 
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^orious Trinity ; and lience was he " equa^ 
to the Father, as touching his Godhead; 
and inferior to the Father, as touching his 
Manhood : who," as it is farther expressed 
by the Church of England, " although he 
be God and Man, yet is not two, but one 
Christ; one, not by conversion of the God- 
head into Flesh; but by taking of the Maa- 
hood into God." 

Nor did this mysteripus union of the 

• • 

Divine, with the Human Nature of the 
Messiah, involve the former Nature in any 
portion of his sacrifida} Sufferings; since 
that, from the spirituality and immutability 
of its essence, must ever have beei^ inca- 
pable of all suffering -, and, because penal 
tuffering> or pain, on the part of the Deity, 

was 
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was as needless as it was impossible. The 
contrary assumption , not to insist upon its 
radical absurdity, supposes the inriolable 
Peace, and ineffable Felicity, of the Di- 
vine Mind, both of which are necessarily 
infinite and eternal^ to be 2e«« than infinite, 

because mtHablej and consequently, not 
eternal, 

A striking, though indirect, corrobo- 
ration of the truth just maintained, is af- 
forded by St. Paul, in 1 Tun. iii. 16. God 
VDCta manifest in the Fleshy justified in the 
Spirit, seen of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the ff^orld, re* 

m 

ceived up into Glory. Here is a detail of 
great and fundamental circumstances, in 
which the Godhead of the Redeemer bore 

a prominent 
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9L prominent part, in reference tp the sal- 
Tation of the world; but not one word ir- 
found therein to warrant the supposition, 
that He at all participated; either in suffer-- 
ing or in d^ath. If otherwise, wherefore 
does the inspired Writer, in stating the 
greaimyatery of godliness i ovo\i all men- 
tion of such momentous circumstanceip ? 
Why, for this evident reason, that he here 
speaks chiefly of <' GOD manifest in the 
Flesh ;" and not of the Fleshy or Man- 
hood, in which He was manifested. Had 
the Apostle expressed himself thus: — ^'God 
was manifest in the flesh, stricken and smit- 
ten of the Father, put to death," 6cc. there 
would have been an end of the argument 
at once ; but the AposUe has said no such 

thing; 
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thlDg, for the language of inspiratioii is 
always infallibly and minuiely correct. 

Of the Manhood of Christ, it ought to 
be here first stated, on the authority of di- 
^vine revelation, and as a truth of the fire^ 
and last importance, that he. was not born 
•promiscuously into the world, as are other 
men ; but was provided, by the Almighty 
Power of God, for the express and 

AVOWED purpose OF EXPIATING HUMAN 
GUILT, *« BY MEANS OF DEATH." We SBC 

JestiSy saith the Author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, who was made a litUe lower 
than the Angels, FOR THE SUFFER- 
ING OF DEATH! crowned with glory 
and honour; thai he, by the grace of God^ 
SHOULD TASTE DEATH FOR 

EVERY 
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EVERY MAN; and further, A BODY 
HAST THOU PREPARED ME: in 

which Body he bore our sins upon the tree, 
— was wounded for our transgressions ^ — 
bruised for our iniquities ^ — endured the 
chastisement of our peace, — sustained the 
iniquities of us aU, — was oppressed and 
afflicted^ — brought as a Lamb to the 
slaughter y'-^- and when rudely stripped of 
his garments, and furrowed with the stripes 
by which we are heeded, as a sheep is dumb 
b^ore her shearers, so he opened not his 
mouth ; — tea* tukenfrom prison and from 
judgment, — cut off out of the land of the 
living; but not for himself; for the 

TRANSGRESSION OF MT PEOPLE WAS HB 

SMITTEN ; for it pleased Jehovah to bruise 

him^ 
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him J and pui him to grief', and finally, 
Uihen he made his soul AN offering for 
8IN9 he poured it out unto deaihi^—^as 
numbered with the transgressors^ and barb 
THE SIN of many^ and made intercession 
for the transgressors. From all viptdchy it 
mnst be concluded, that the Sacrifice so 
provided, was, in every respect, suitable, 
as well as sufficient, for the purposes for 
which it was ordained : — else we arraign 
both the Wisdom and the Justice of Him 
who provided it; and whose Ordinance 
alone it was, and is. 

And further, with reference to the 
Manhood of Clyrist, — it was indispensa- 
bly necessary to the efficacy 0/ his Atone- 
ment, as well as to his competency to mag^ 

E nify 
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mfy the Lawy and make it honourable^ 
(by the perfect fulfilment of all righi^ 
eousnessy) that he should himself be 
essentially Aofy, harmless, undated, and 
sq>arafe from sinners ; but, as the foun- 
tain of Humanity had, by the fall of 
\\ie first Parent, been wholly polluted 
and depraved, it became necessary^ 
in order to the production of such an 
impeccable and efficient &in Offering as 
the case of man required, that his spirit* 
like that of the first Adam, should be im- 
mediately derived from God himself, the 
original source of Being ; whilst his body 
was generated in the Womb of a Virgin, 
by the same eternal Power, and without 
Ihe intervention of sinful man: hence 

wag 
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wa» he begotten of the Father y and there- 
fore, /tiB cf ffrcBce and trvih; aad henc« 
was it t(H>, that thai holy thing ^ so begot- 
ten of the Father, and born of a Virgia 
Mother, was called the Son of God. 

The Redeemer, having thns derived 
his whole Humanity from the special and 
Immediate Power of the Highest^ and not 
by the ordinary course of human genera- 
lion, and being therefore absolutely 
and ORIGINALLY HOLY, — holy, in his pro^ 
creation^ conception^ and birth^ and in his 
body^ soidy and spirit^ — was, of conse* 
quence, naturatty and constihdionally 
iMMORTAL,^ as was also the first Adam, 
before his sin had subjected him to death* 
So we hear him saying, in reference to his 

B 2 approaching 
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approaching Crucifixion: No man taketh 
avoay my life from me: I — have power to 
lay it dowUf and I — have power to take 
it up again; see John x. 18. The same 
omnipotent power which could take it up 
again^ was requisite to lay It down ; for 
it was an immortal life ; and nothing less 
than Omnipotence itself, to which all 
things are possible, could subject fi sinless 
and immortal nature to DEATH: there- 
fore, said the Almighty's Fellow, /, [who 
am omnipotent,] have power to lay ii 
down. " Our Saviour,'* observes the ve- 
nerable Bishop HaU^ in his Passion Ser- 
mon, ^^ stays not death's leisure ; but wil- 
lingly and courageously meets him in the 
Way ; and, like a champion that scorns to 

be 
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be orercome, yea, knows he cannot be, 
yieldeth in the midst of his strength, that 
he might, by dying, vanquish death. He 
bowedf and gave up . not bowing, because 
he had given up ; but because he would* 
' He cried with a loud voice^ saith Matthew. 
Jilature was strong ; he might have lived ; "^ 
but he gave up the Ghosfy and would die, 
to shew himself Lord of Life and Death." 

It must, notwithstanding, be granted, 
that although naturally free from the seeds 
of death, he did not therefore permit him- 
self to be exempted, either from the ordi- 
nary temptations of Satan, or from the na- 
tural wants and infirmities of men ; hut was 
in aU points tempted like as we are; and. 
Himself took our infirmities^ and hare our 

E 3 sicknesses; 



;:^ 
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'sicknesses; [otjr^s, — nvt his,] for €n att 
things it behoved him to be made like fmiQ 
his brethren^ that he might be ajnerctftd 
txnd faithful High Priest in things pertain^ 
ing to God\ to make reconciliation for the 
sins of the people : for in^ that he himself 
hath suff'eredf being tempted^ he- is able to 
succour them thai are templed. Heb. H. 
17—18. Had the sacred Body of Christ 
been subject to natural death, like the bo- 
dies of other men, it must, without a spe-^ 
cial and continuous Miracle, during the 
interval which elapsed between the dismis- 
sal and resumption of his spirit,; — as well- 
from the ordinary action of the climate of 
Judea, as from its dreadfully lacerated 
state before death,: — have adyanced many 

stages 
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stages towards entiire patrefaetion ; bat this 
would hare been contrary (o the express 
terms of Prophecy concerning him, in 
which Davidy as quoted by the Apostte 
Peier^ spake of (he resurrection of Chrisif 
thai his souIvdos noiUfiin heUy >i^ sheolj 
Cnot the place prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels, but) the invisible state and 
place of the dead, neither his flesh did see 
corruption : whom^ saith the same Apostle,. 
God hath raised up^ having loosed the 
pains of death; because it was not possi* 
BLE that HE should be holden of it. In ad*- 
dition to which, it might be urged, that as 
the sin of the representatives of human 
kind, was committed in an immortal na« 
tore I so it would seem requisite, that the' 

Atonement 
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Atonement for that sin shouM be aecom-^ 
plished in a nature also immortal; and not 
in one, itself liable to dissolution. Indeed, 

4 

the very reason assigned by an Apostle^ 
why Deaih had passed upon cM me»y 
namely, because all had sinned^ exempte 

X 

the holy Redeemer from that consequence^ 
who did no sin^ neither was guile found in 
his mouths 

From all these considerations, then^ 
the conclusion ki obvious, that neither 
death, regarded as the consequence of sin,, 
iror the moral law, considered as the rule 
of righteousness, had any penal claims on 
the person of Jesus, on his own account ; 
as, not having been born in sin;» but by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, he was not 

oaturallj 
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naturally subject to the former ; and as the 
latter, — :the moral law, — was nothing mora 
in itself, than a faithful transcript or deli- 
neation of the immaculate purity of his 
spotless soul : what Messiah did, therefore, 
and suffered, from the first moment of life^ 
till he was cut off on the accursed tree, he 
did and suffered vicarious ly, and not for 
himself. Dan. ix. 26. 

" O Goodness iofinUe ! Goodness immense ! 
*( And Love that passeth knowledge ! Words 

are vain : 
*< Language is lost in wonder so divine ! " 
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CHAP. III. 

er THE GODHEAD OF CHRIST, AS CONNECTED 
WITH THE ATONEMENT. 

JljIaVING, in the preceding Chapter, at- 
tempted the consideration of such points 
Bs more immediately regard the Manhood 
of Christ, and the Offering of his Body 
once for aUf it now remains to be contem- 
plated, with reverential fear, in what re- 
Mpecis the Divine Nature of the Son of 

God 
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God was specially concerned in the Work 
of Redemption; for it must be taken as 
a fundamental principle of Christianity, 
that in no one circumstance whatever, 
connected with the salvation of the world, 
did either the Manhood or the Godhead of 
the Redeemer stand alone ; although it be 
equally true, that in every case, the two 
distinct natures were engaged respectively ^ 
as well as jointly ^ in accomplishing that 
great object; each enduring, or effecting 
that, which accorded with the fitness of 
things, and which the unfathomable wis- 
dom of God had ordained as proper to the 
one or to the other : hence, although the 
great sacrifice for human sin consisted pe- 
nally in the sufferings and death of the hu- 
man 
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man nature, yet that sacrifice was most as- 
suredly rendered efficacious and plenary, 
by, and in consequence of, the union and 
conjoint operations of the divine nature. 
And, as in this stupendous Ordinance of 
Mercy and Love, 

** LoYe without eod, and wiiboiK measure, Grace I*' 

6ach of the Persons of the Divine Trinity, 
is represented as having graciously occupi- 
ed his own distinct province; so also in 
that department which was specially as- 
sumed by the eternal Logos, or second Di- 
vine Person, in conjunction with his Hn- 
manity, each of his two proper natures 
contributed its own respective acts and 
energies towards the redemption price,, and 

F thus 
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thus, together, and in indissoluble unioti 
with each other, accomplished the whole 
counsel and purpose of God. 

So essential was it to the salratioif 
of mankind, that the Godhead and Man- 
hood of the Redeemei* should thus in 
every case be associated together, that had 
the one or the other been wanting, Man 
could never have been redeemed. Had hi» 
recovery, indeed, been a question of Di- 
vine Power merely. Omnipotence could 
not have required the conjoint agency of 
Man ; or, had the question at issue been 
one of Mercy only. Humanity would not 
have needed the Omnipotence of God ; but 
this was a point of Justice! as well as of 
Mercy and Power; and the Divine Rights 

never 
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never were, from all eternity, nor ever 
can be, violated with impunity* Never wa$ 
the Justice of Jehovah, — nor can it ever 
be, — ultimately defeated in its righteous 
•claims. To sustain the final derogation of 
any of His divine Prerogatives, is impossi- 
ble with God ! The Equity of the Deity, 
then, required indispensably, that in justi- 
fying the ungodly, He should be just !— 

INFLEXIBLY JUST ! 

Therefore in the fulness of the iimej 
tte destined Victim was begotten and born; 
truly human, holy, and immortal: he 
■obeyed perfectly, fulfilling all righteous- 
ness, — taught infallibly, declaring the way 
of Ood in truths — administered innumera- 
ble BlessiAg«, opening the eyes of the 

F 8 hlind, 
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hYmif hesSvBkg the sick, and raising the 
dead, — saSfered indescribable agonies, both 
of body »nd mind, — endured inconceiva- 
ble Insults, being mocked, bufifetted, and 
spat xipon, — wept, with strong cries and 
tears, — ^oasii»d in 'spirit, — ^and voluntarily 
died ; — wlilUA bis indwelliag and associated 
Divinity, mysterioTisly united to the Man- 
hood, stamped an impression of aU-suffi- 
tienl value and importance, both upon his 



that he taught, as a Prophet , — all that he 
did and suJDFered, as a Priest, — and alUh&t 
be eiyoined, as a King, — with infinite de- 
sert, and with absolute authority and effi- 
ciency, for the bringing in of an everlasi^ 
ing righteousness^ 

In contemplating 
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In contemplating the immediate Acts 
.of the Godhead, in reference to Redemp- 
4ion, the following important considera- 
tions present themselves: — The temple of 
.the Body beln^-, as before stated, prepared 
for his reception, — a Body hast thou pre- 
pared me, — the divine Logos, wiio was in 
the beginning with God, and who was 
God, — the underived, co-eternal, and om- 
nipotent Word, proceedeth forth and came 
^rofn God, John viii. 42. entering and fil- 
ling the Body and Soul so prepared for 
Him. / came forth, said He, from the 
Father, speaking of His Advent, and am 
^ome into tlie World, John xvi. 28. On 
account of this Advent it was, as distin- 
vguished from His proper and eternal omni- 

-F 3 ^reseace^ 
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presence, that His Name was. called Imma^ 
^uelj God With us ; for although the Di- 
vine Nature is essentially in all and through 
all; as in Him we live, move, and have 
our Being; yet it would seem that the mo- 
mentous purposes of Redemption required 
the second divine Person to be present up- 
on earth, and to be with men, in a sense 
in which he had never been before ; and in 
which he will never be again. He had 
"been with the Patriarchs of old ; had talk- 
ed with Israel face to fax^e in the mount ; 
in all their affliction he was afflicted, and 
ihe Angel of his Presence saved them: in 
'his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
tund he bare them, and carried them aUthe 
days of old : — they drank also of that spiHn 
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hiaZ Eock that followedthemy and thcU Rock 
wa« Christ ;'bni he "was not therefore called 

Jmmanuel. The phrase, the fulness of 
4he Godhead bodily, appears to import, 

that the Divine Word now dwelt in the 
Humanity, and was in ihe ff^orldy in th« 
same supreme and plenary sense, in which 
He had been in the Bosom, and on the 
Throne of the Father, before the fVorld 
was. He was IN the World, and the 
IF^orld was made by Him, John i. IQ. 

How mysterious and complete the 
union now subsisting between the two na« 
tures of Messiah ; each preserving unmix- 
•ed its own proper character ; whilst both 
uire united by i)oiids eternal as the truth of 
dod> and intimate as those which connect 

:th0 



60 VICTIM OF THE 



the body and the soul. E\ren his words 
and his looks are impregnated with the 
Divinity which dwells within him. • 

What was it that, at the age of com- 
parative childhood, inspired the Doctors 
of Judea with astonishment at his under' 
.standing and his answers, whilst he dis- 
puted with them in the Temple ? It was the 
omniscient Spirit of Jehovah, which illu- 
mined his soul, and glowed upon his 
tongue. And what was it that, at the 
marriage of Cana in Galilee, se benefi- 
cently converted the simple element of wa- 
ter into the best wine? »and which after- 
awards, in all the majesty of creative power, 
xrecalled the soul of Lazarus., — and of the 
^-daughter of Jalrus, — and of the Widow's 
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«on of Naiiiy — from the place of departed 
spirits, when once the silver cord had been 
loosed^ and the golden bowl broken^ and' 
the pitcher broken at the fountain^ and the 
wheel broken at the cistern ; and when the 
spirit had returned to God who gave it? 
It was the omnific Spirit of Jehovah, that 
sat upon his lips. What was it, moreover* 
that constrained his most determined ene- 
mies, on the occasion of his apprehe^§ioa 
in the garden, to go backward and fall to 
the groundy when he had simply pro- 
nounced the sentence, lam? It was the 
omnipotent Spirit of Jehovah that beamed 
in bis eye. 

The solemn purposes of his momen- 
tous mission did indeed require him visually 

to appear 
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to appear in the lowliest attire of humilia- 
tion ; — that there should be no form nor 
comeliness in him^ and thai his face should 
be more marred than any man's; but yet, 
AS if to counteract the extreme conse- 
queoces of so much abaseir^nt^ and, in the 
language of the Fathers, " to fortify the 
Disciples against the scandal of the Cross," 
*-they, on one great occasion at leasts 

beheld his giory^ tne gwry as oj ww muy^ 
begotten of the Father; and whilst they 
beheld, were overwhelmed by its effulgent 
splendour : on Tabor, the €rodhead burst 
forth through the vail of his Jlesh, irra- 
diating even his garments, so that they be- 
came tchile and glistering; and forming a 

halo of glory Around the summit of that 

jnooal, 
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mount, more splendid and sublime than all 
the tremendous majesty of Sinai, when the 
Law came by Moses. Here that Vicege' 
rent of Jehoyah, who had, in ages of the 
world long past away, talked with his Ma- 
ker in the thick darkness^ for the first 
time communed with God manifest in tite 
flesh ; but no thunderings now, — nor lights 
nings, — nor noise of the trumpet waxing 
louder and louder, — nor smoking of the 
mountain, — caused the glorified person of 
the Prophet to /ear and quake: the milder 
Splendour of Tabor better comported with 
that dispensation of grace and truth which 
had come by Jesus Christ. 

Further, the perfect execution of the 
Prophetic ofSce, in which the Redeemer 

was 
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Wasf to be the Light of the Worlds — to 
bring to light life and immortality y — to 
preach the Gospel to the pooTy hecU the 
hroken-heartedy ^c. required that he should 
be infinitely perfect in Wisdom and Know- 
ledge, as well as infallible in Judgment ; 
and thus afford to the world the most con- 
yincing evidence that he was, in a supreme 
sense, a Teacher com^e from God: hence 
was the Spirit given to him without mech 
sure ; and hence it was that he spake as 
never man spake. No human soul but his 
ever possessed capacities for receiving the 
Holy Spirit immeasurably ; and no soul but 
that of Jesus ever did so receive him. God 
had ai sundry timeSy and in divers man* 
ners, spoken unto mankind by the Prophets^ 

all of 



ATONEMENT. ^5 



all of whom were sinful fallible men; but 
now he speaks unto man bi/ his Son^ 
who hath emphatically the words of eternal 
life; for he is the Author of the Words^ 
and the Fountain of the Life, 

In order to exhibit the highest possible 
Proofs of his Messiahship, it was necessary, 
moreover, that he should not only speak 
.as never man spake; but also perform 
amongst the People such Jf^orks as none 
other man ever did; Works, which should 
demonstrate, even to their senses, his eter^ 
nal Power and Godhead: so, whilst many 
who heard him, were astonished at the 
Wisdom that.tea^ given unto him, when 
they further witnessed his stupendous and 
most beneficent miracles, with heightened 

G amazement 
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Umazement they began lo exclaim, ff^e 
NEVER saw it on this fashion! It was ne* 
ver so seen in Israel! IVhence hath lAf* 
Man this IVisdomy and these MIGHTY 
TForks ? To these evidences it was that 
he constantly appealed, for proof of the 
truth of his Doctrine and Mission: TTie 
Works that I doy said he, bear witness qf 
me : If I do not the Works of my Father ^ 
believe me not; but if I do, though ye be* 
lieve not we, [that is, — ^my sayings or doe- 
trine,] believe the Works. And again, — 
He that sent me is w ith me : the Father 
hath not l^t me alone ; for I do alway9 
those things that please him. Nor did he in 
every case thus appeal in vain ; for such wat 
the conviction produced by these declara* 

lions. 
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tions, corroborated as they were by th« 
testimony of their senses, that as he spake^ 
these words y many believed on him. Now, 
the Works, or Miracles, thus performed in 
confirmation of the Divine Character an4 
Mission of the Redeemer, are always as* 
cribed to the Godhead; and never, save 
instrumentally, to the Humanity : The Fa* 
ther^ said he, thai dweUeth in mCj He doeth 
the Works, John xiv. 10. The gift of the 

Holy Spirit, therefore, (proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, with all the peculiar 
influences and operations of his Divine 
Personality,)— the gi/t of this Divine Spi- 
rit, without measure, to the Humanity of 
Christ, in order to qualify him for his pub- 
lie Ministry ; and the working of Sliracles 

G 2 by 
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by the mighty Power of God^ in support 
of that Ministry ; were two important re- 
spects in which the Divine Nature was 
intimately concerned in the Work of Re- 
demption. 

Although, as has been already argued, 
the proper Godhead of Christ was incapa- 
ble of all sufiPering, and much more of 
death; yet, nevertheless, God so loved 
the worldy as to subject his Divinity 
itself to certain inexplicable circumstances 
of Humiliation, which were rendered in- 
dispensable by the -desperate and forlorn 
condition of mankind. So ruinous, in- 
deed, was the state of man, so virulent his 
moral disease, — ^so multiplied and aggra- 
vated his sins, — so hateful and abominable 

his 
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bis inherent deprayity, in the estimation of 
infinite holiness, — and, so deep his spiritaal 
poverty, that — wonder, O Heathens! and be 
nisionished, O Earth J it was absolutely ne- 
cessary, to^saire him, that He who thought it 
no robbery to be equal with God, should 
take upon Him the form of a SERVANT! 
that the Father of Eternity, the mighty 
God^ the Almighty's Fellow, should impo- 
verish himself of the exterior magnidcenee 
and glory of his Divinity, in order to 
become the Redeemer of his creature 
man, and to rescue his sinful body and soul 
from endless perdition: For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, thai 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
BECAME POOR, that ye through his poverty 

£r 3 alight 
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might be richy 2 Cor. viii. 9. What is im- 
plied in this amazing declaration, perhaps 
not even the light of eternity will ever fully 
illustrate. Whilst, on the one hand, it is 

* 

•certain that Jehoirah Jesus could never di- 
vest himself of any of the essential attri- 
butes of his Godhead, nor of his creative 
and absolute Propriety in all Worlds, nor 
<of his right to the worship of all angels and 
men, nor cease, under any circumstances, 
to be Lord of vll; — it is net less certain, 
that more mus^t be implied In this volun- 
4ary Poverty of the divine Redeemer, than 
•can either be expressed or comprehended. 
The Poverty mentioned in the Text last 
quoted, <can apply only to the Divine Ba« 
ture ; for the Manhood, until finally gle* 

irlfied^' 
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Tifiedy was never rich^ save in his moral 
and nataral perfections, the favour of hit 
tieavenly Father^ his works of piety and 
^beneficence, and in his union with the 
<3rodhead ; but, in none of these respects 
4id he ever become poor. The late truly 
reverend and learned Joseph Benson has 
admirably spoken of this circumstance, in 
his Comment on the Passage. **' Me became 
pooTy** observes He, ^M, in putting off the 
form of God, and taking the form of a ser« 
^ant, appearing no longer as the Creator, 
but as a creature^ veiling his perfections 
^th our flesh, and concealing his glories 
irom human eyes. 2, In takiqg the form 
«of a mean creature, not of an archangel or 
«»gel> Heb.iL 16, but of a man ; a crea- 

iur« 
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ture formed out of the dust of the ciartfai^ 
and in consequence of sin returning to it; 
and becoming a servant to the meanest of 
them. / am among youy (said he j) among 
whom ? — Among princes ? No ; but among 
fishermen, as one that serveth. 3, In tak- 
ing the form even of a sinful creature, be^ . 
ing made in the likeness of sinful fleshy 
Rom. viii. 3. For though without sin, he 
appeared as a sinner, and was treated as 
«uch." 

If the God of Glory humbleth himself 
when he beholdeth the things that are in 
heaven^ how much more then did he abase 
himself, when he became a dweller up** 
on the earth ? And if the heaven and hea^ 
venqf heavens, with all their immeasura^ 

ble 
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ble capacities, cannot contain Him, how 
inconceivably POOR did he become^ 
when he enshrined the Divine Majesty in 
the body of his flesh. What the amount 
was, of the Riches of his Glory, which 
he laid aside at his incarnation, when he 
left that throne of universal dominion^ 
which even angels approach not but with 
veiled faces, — a throne, ** dark with exces- 
sive brightness," — can be known only to 
himself; but something may be inferred 
from that Divine manifestation made to the 
Jewish Legislator, when he said to Jeho- 
vah, I beseech thee shew me thy glory; and 
he said, thou canst not see my face : for 
there shall no man see me and live. And 

the Lord said. Behold, there is a place by 

me. 
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mCf and thou shcUi stand upon a rock : and 
it shall come to pass^ while my glory pass* 
eth by J thai I will put thee in a clift of the 
rocky and will cover thee with my hand 
while Ipa^ss by : and I wiU take away my 
handy and thou shall see my back parts ; 
bui my face shall not be seen^ Exod. xxxiii. 
20 — 23. How entirely must all this over- 
whelming glory have been veiled from the 
view of his creatures, when for their sakes 

he became poor y and when, in consequence 
of this Humiliation, they hid as it were 
their faces from himy and saw no form 
nor comeliness in himy nor beautyy thai 
they should desire him ! 

Again, it was necessary that the Hu- 
manity of the Redeemer, as the Victim of 

the 
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the Atonement, should be sabjeeted — 
mournful thought! — both to mental and 
corporeal Agonies, such as no merely mor- 
tal man could have endured ; and such too 
as required the Almighty Power of his Di- 
rinity to enable him to sustain : so, whilst 
the Agony in the Garden was endured solely 
by his Manhood, (the Body, from the pun- 
gency of his mental sufferings, svteatingy as 
ifwere^grecU drops of blood; whilst the soul 
was exceedingly sorrowful even unio death) 
that Manhood was strengthened, for the 
endurance, by the indwelling and omnipo- 
tent Energies of his Godhead. It is true^ 
that in this case, as in that of his tempta** 
tion in the Wilderness, Jehovah was plea- 
sed to comfort and strengthen him by 

means 
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means of Angelic Ministration ; thus op* 
posing, in the most striking manner, the 
tried faithfulness and holy loving alacrity 
of those who kept their first estate^ to tht 
infidelity and malignant hate of the wicked 
Tempter and his Subordinates ; yet never- 
theless, those blessed Spirits were, In both 
cases, but the visible and honoured instru- 
ments, by which the Godhead saw fit to 
supply strength and consolation to the hu- 
manity ; that in this respect also he might 
resemble his brethren, being ministered 

unto by those who are sent forth to minis* 
terfor them who shaU he heirs of salva* 
lion. Tn this tremendous conflict, vain 
would have been the help of all the An- 
gelic Powers in existence, had not their 

cordials 
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' eordialfl beeft fif^t ^^ prepared und miogl^d 
' ^ ttfe.hand divine." A^faai the awfol mea- 
sure of a&guish was^ which ii^was inoam- 
: beat on the > Messiah to sustain, is nptre^ 
treated ;^ Hiid If it in^re, could not be com- 
'preb^adod;. anymore than the voluntary 
f'Pi»yef;ty Aud HiimiUation of his Godhead. 
Whatever that - measure- might be, how- 
ever, itwas^uiiLY BNDUaED; the cup was 
drained of its dre^ ; for it was not posHi^ 
hie that it should p(t88 from him: the 
mighty sum of ^uflFering, and of merit, was 
psdd to the uttermost fa/rthing; not one 
< sacrificial pang was spared; not one pena 
' woe remitted r^^but Jehovah upheld and 
strengthened hhn for the dreadfol fight : 
' tor^ Tkua 9aith the liord^ addressing the 

H Messiah, 
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Messiah} He (hoi created the heavens, and 
^stretched them out; Be thai spread forth- 
the. earthy cmd that which cometh out of it; 
He that giveth breath unto the people upon 
it, and spirit to them thai wcdk therein, I, 
the Lord, have called thee in righteous" 
mess, and will hold thine hami)» and 
WILL KEEP THEEy and give thee for a eo* 
venant of the People, for a light cf the 
Gentiles, Isaiah xlii. 6, 6. 

It may here be briber added) that the 
Sacrifice of the adorable Redeemer, ever 
was, and ever will be, infinitely efficacious, 
from the circumstance of the Relationship 
subsisting betwixt the two natures, in virtue 
of which, the eternal God has estimated 
the Blood of Atonement shed for the Re- 

missioa 
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miasiQii of SinSy and for the Redemption 
of bis Chnrcb, as TLis own' Blood, Aots 
XX. S8. That Blood, therefore, and those 
Suffering, which the Diyine Equity re- 
quired to be human, became, in conse- 
quence of this Relationship, and of that 
indissoluble Union from which it resulted^ 
possessed of the most sovereign Efficacy, 
and intrinsic Vidue, for all the purposes 
of man's salvation. The precious Blood 
of Christy was His Life; and God Him- 
self was in that Life! — Every Drop of the 
sacred lieing Fluid, that was expressed 
through his agonised pores in the Garden, 
and in the Judgment-hall, or which flow- 
ed more copiously from his wdunded heart, 
and hands, and feet, on Calvary, was full 

H 8 OF God, 
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OF God, and of the pulnesH of 600, 
which dweU in Iiim'lMDIL¥;^eAi 
every Drop of the Water which, .with'lhe 
Bloodi can^ forth through his pierced 
Side, waar PULL of God, and of the FUjL* 
NESS OF God ;-^nd every Attribute of tiiat 
pure Spicit, which he dianissed in hl& 
Death,, and dismissed sacrificialfy^ was 
FULL OF God, and full of the fulhess 
OF God! This was the de^ep, the high, the 
holy ordinance^ of Heaven : He who knew 
bow to create J knew also how to redeem. 

An additional and most essential Act 
of the Godhead, in this glorious dispepta- 
tion of Justice and Love, was to set the 
Seal of His Acceptance and ApprohaUon 
upon the Acts, SuiBFerings, and Death, of 

His 
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His Son, by raising Bim up from the dead* 
It has already been remarked, that his hu- 
man Life was an immortal Life ; and that 
it required the same omnipotent power to 
lay it down, as to resume it. By this power 
then, on the third day, he took up his Life 
again ; and was thus declared to he the Son 
of Gody with povtCTy hy the Resurrection 
from the dead, Rom. i. 4. And so essen- 
tial was this Act of Jehovah to the accom- 
plishment of the Work of Redemption, 
that the Apostle declares, if Christ he not 
risen J your faith is vain ; ye are yet in 
your sins. But now is Christ risen from 
the deady and become the first-fruits of 
them thai slept; God having set him ai 

r 

his own right-handy in the heavenly 

H 3 placesy 
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placeSy far above aU principaliiyy and 
powery and mighty and dominiony and 
every name thai is named, not only in this 
worldy but also in that vthich is to come^ 

Ephes. i. 20, 2K 

Finally, the Atonement made by the 
all-meritorious sufferings and death of Je- 
sus, was PRESENTED to the Father, through 
or by the Spirit, as a " perfect redemption^ 
propitiation, and satisfactioa, for all the 
sins of the whole world, both original and 
actual." Tlie Sacrifice made in and by the 
Human, was presented through the Divine 
Nature : so an Apostle reasons: — If the ce* 
remonial purification of the flesh could be 
effected by the blood of bulls and ofgoatSy 

with 
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with the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean; how much more shall the Blood 
of Christ, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot ia 
God, purge your conscience from dead 
works, Heb. ix. 14. He offered himself to 
God through the eternal Spirit, which 
dwelt immeasurably within him. This 
great circumstance was not less essential 
than any of the former, to the completion 
of his redeeming Acts ; for, as under thai 
dispensation which typified this, the gene- 
ral Atonement was not consummated until 
the High Priest had entered the Holy of 
Holies, and sprinkled the Blood of the ex.* 
piatory Sacrifices on and before the Ark of 
the Covenant ; so neither was the sacrifi- 
cial 
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cial Work of Jesus fully perfecMI; IHft 
his mediatorial work fully begun, nor th€ 
Holy Spirit fully given to the world, until, 
having been raised from the dead, by the 
glory of (he Father^ he had, by his own 
Bloodj entered once into the Holy Place^ 
and appeared in the presence of Gody — 
having obtained eternal Redemption for 
lis. Under the Mosaic Dispensation^ 
moreover, (whose typical Ordinances, no 
longer needed, were now for ever abolish* 
ed,) every Priest stood daily ministering^ 
and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices^ 
which could never take away sins ; but this 
Many after He had offered one Sacrifi/Qe 
for SinSy for ever sat down at the right" 

hand 
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hand of God, from henceforih expecting^ 
nil HU enemies shall he made his foot' 
stool; for by One Offering, He hoik 
perfected for ever them thai are satncti" 
fled, Heb. x. 11—14. 



CHAP. IV. 
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CHAP. IV. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF Sf/BJEOT, AtfD OOK9 
CLUDING REMARKiS. 

In the preceding Chapters, the Writer by 
no means designed to go at large into the 
Subject of the Christian Sacrifice ; but ra- 
ther to confine his Observations to that 
particular Branch of it, which more espe- 
cially regarded the Persontdity of the 
Messiah, and. the Relations, respective as 
well asjoiniy sustained by His Divine and 

Human 
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Human Nature in effecting aUd consum- 

■ 

mating that SacriiSce. How far he has suc'^ 
ceeded, he is incompetent to judge : his 
Readers will think for themselves. Of this 
however, he is certain, that if he have in 
the most humble measure exalted the ever- 
blessed Saviour of Men, and removed out 
of the way. of the Sceptic,, any of those 
difBculvies, which had unhappily obstruct- 
ed his approach to Him, he will have 
uttiEiined that which he 'desired, and for 

'#h!ch he presumed to hope. Tlie general 
question of Atonement has been so largely 
and so well discussed by dthers,* as to ren- 
det a tjontrary course' from that which he 

' has'^hosefi, wholly uiin^ceissary, even if 
he b^d been fomidhed for »tbe Task. For 

the 



ATONEMENT. ' 89 



9C 



ihe same reason also, he has assumed to be 
true, that which is certainly indisputable, 
— the Doctrine of the total Depravation of 
human Nature by the Fall ; vi^hence arose 
the necessity for Redemption. Other 
important poiilts also, ^ave been pur- 
posely omitted, because, although they 
Were in some degree allied to hi» subject, 
yet they came not within the iine of dis*» 
cussion he had prescribed to himself; a 
departure from which must have occa- 
sioned him to range far beyond the limits 
both of his Design and of his Time. 

Of the things we have spoken^ this fheM 
is the sum: — 1, That the Doctrine of 
Atonement for human Sin, is of all otliers 
the most important, inaismuch as without 

I this, 



y 
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this, all others would be useless to maa ; 
and that the prinqiple and practice of mak- 
ing propitiation for sin by means of sacrifice, 
have, however perverted and abused, pre- 
vailed immemorially amongst almost all na- 
tions of the earth. 2, That the human na- 
ture of our Lord Jesus Christ, (in whom 
dwelt the fulness of the Godhead,) was ex« 
pres^ly provided by Jehovah himself for 
the suflFering of death ; in order thereby to 
make full satisfaction and restitution for 
the sin, and in the place, of man; and 
hence was termed the Lamb of God; and 
that this nature was constitutionally holy & 
immortal. 3, That the eternal Logos/ or 
Word, who is equal to, and one with, the 
Father, " very God of very God," when 

the 
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the fulness of time arrived, came forth into 
the World, (being still in the Fatherland 
the Father in Him, John x. 38, and xiv. 
10.,) and entered into, filled, and per- 
vaded, the Body, Soul, and Spirit, of the 
Humanity; so as to form therewith an 
union from thenceforth indissoluble and 
eternal ; and in consequence of which, the 
blood of Atonement was regarded by the 
gracious God, as ^^his own Blood i^' and' 
the Acts, SufFeringS| and Death of the hu- 
man nature, were possessed of infinite me- 
rit and efficacy, for the Redemption and 
Salvation of the whole world ; but that this 
union nevertheless did not subject the di- 
Tine nature either to the suffering of pain 
or of death. 4, That the Holy Spirit, pro- 

I 2 oeedins: 
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ceeding from the Father and the Word, 
was given without measure to the Human- 
ity of the Redeemer, in his peculiar gifts 
and influences, in order to prepare and 

* 

qualify him for the OlQSces he had to sus- 
tain, and especially for the prophetic Of- 
fice; this being one important respect in 
which the third Person of the Divine Tri- 
aiity was engaged in the Work of Redemp-* 
tion. 5, That the Godhead of Christ ef- 
fected divers Miracles, through the instru- 
mentality of the Manhood, in support and 
confirmation of his Doctrines and Mission ; 
to which our Lord refers, on the occasion 
of his casting out a devil. If /, with the 
FINGER OF God, cast out devils^ no doubt 
the kingdom of God is come upon you: 

Luke 
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Luke xi. 20. And the Apostle Peter, also, 
in these words: Jesus of Ncuareihy a man 
approved of God among you^ hy miracles^ 
und wonders J and signs, ft kick God did 
BY HIM in the midst of you, as ye ymir* 
selves also know. Acts ii. 22. 6, That 
the Godhead, in His infinite Kindness 
and Love for helpless man, voluntarily 

subjected himself to Humiliation and Po- 

•> 

verty, in order that we, who had sold our- 
selves for nought, and were wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and nu" 
feed, — might be rich. 7, That the Huma- 
nity was strengthened for the Endurance 
of his sacrificial Agonies and Inflictions, 
by the ever-present and Almighty Energies 
of his Godhead, by which, when it pleased 

I 3 Jehovah 
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Jehovah to bruise himj and pui him i9 
griffy he was enabled to sustain the ntmost 
measure both of corporeal and mental an- 
guish, which it was incumbent on Divine 
Justice to inflict, or on human guilt to en- 
dure ; for he hore ihe iniquiiies- of us all ; 
and ihe chcestisemeni of ottr peae&was upon 
him. 8, That the Godhead, in further 
proof of his Messiahship, and of his Appro«> 
bation of the perfect Obedience, and Suffer- 
ings, and Death, of his Son, raised him up 
from the dead, o»^ the third day, according 
to the Scriptures, uncorrupted and incor- 
ruptible ; for he whom God raised again^ 
saw no corruption, Acts xiiK 37. 9. And 
Lastly, that the great and effectual Sacri* 
fice thus made in the human nature, and 

presented 
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presented unto God through the Spirit^ 
was finally consiunmated when, having de^ 
stroked him thai had the power of deaths 
thai t>, the Devil, he triumphantly and 
gloriously passed into the heavens, and 
appeared in the presence of God for us. 

Thus has the great God, in the over- 
flowings of His compassionate Love, mad^ 
the most ample Provision for the Recovery 
of His guilty Creatures ; a Provision adapt- 
ed to all the exigencies and extremities of 
their case, and furnished at an Expense ^ 
Suffering and of Life, — of Love and of 
Glory, — the amount of which, " nor maiy 
nor angel knows;" and which He onljf 
who furnished it, can calculate. 

Greatt 
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Great, however, as was the cost, bj 
which this Provision was obtained, it is most 
freely offered to every human spirit under 
heaven, wiihoui money and wiihoui price* 
So boundless is the Kindness of Ood our 
Saviour iowards men^ that none are by Him 
excluded from its benefits, but those who 
exclude themselves, who wiU not come unto 

* i * ' " ' ' ' 

flim, that they may have Life* The Divine 
Spirit, and the Church of God, are each 
employed in sending the general Welcome 
throughout the whole tVorld^ and unto 
every Creature; and all who hear it are 
enjoined to send forward the Message of 
a Saviour's Love : for. The Spirit and the 
Bride say. Come; and let him that heareth 
eay, Come; and let him that is athirsty 

Come; 
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Come; and vchosoever wiUy lei him take 
the Water of , Life freely^ Rev. xxii. 17. 
Ten Thousand Trumpets^ whose joyful 
^ound waxes louder and louder^ are em- 
ployed to proclaim peace and reconcilia- 
tion to them that are afar off, and to them 
that are nigh. 

In this Provision is included every 
Blessing of Time, and every Glory of Eter- 
nity ; for not only does it embrace " the life 
that now is," including food, raiment, the 
Divine favour and protection, the minis- 
tration of angels, and the light, comfort^ 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; but also 
the Resurrection of the Body, and ^^ the 
life of the world to come ;" with all its 
fruition of Blessedness, in endless Perpe- 
tuity ; 
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tuity ; finally etevating the people of God 
to the Redeemer's Thronej and to the ut- 
most measure of human, if not, of finite 
Perfection. Thus it is said of ihem, Ail 
are your* a ; vc/ielfier Paul^ or ApoUos. or 
Cephas^ or iJie Worlds or Ufe^ or Deaih^ 
or things present^ or things to come; all 
are your'Sy and ye are Chris fsy and Christ 
is God% I Cor. iii. 21— ga. It cannot 
then be wondered at^ that the Cross of 
Christ, through whloh all these unspeaka* 
ble blessings accrue to men, should always 
have been dear to his Church. The Apos- 
tle Paul, who, of all men, was perhaps the 
best qualified to estimate the nature dnd 
importance of these Blessings, was deter- 
mined to know nothing among men, but 

Jesvm 
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Jesus Christy and him crucified; and» 
God forbidy said he, thcU I should glory ^ 
save in (he Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
hy whom the world is crucified unto me, 
send I unto the world. Gal. vi. 14. 

Here, then, is a sure and tried fouUda^ 
tion, whereon may safely rest the im** 
mortal hopes of every penitent sinner ; one 
on which the most diffident Believer may 
venture confidently to build for eternity ; 
a Foundation too, ^' wide as the world,'' 
which has for ages, on its adamantine 
Base, supported the whole Fabric of the 
Church of the First-born ; and which, es* 
tablished by two immutable things j wherein 
it was impossible for God to lie, when all 
ether foundations are crumbled into obli- 
vion. 



^ 
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vion, or swept away by the windy storm 
and tempest, shall remain for ever, io the 
praise of the glory of his gracCy — a tried 
stone^ a precious comer'Stone^ a sure 
foundation, 1^. xxviii. 16. 

Here, too, has the eternal Mercy of 
God, who is not wiUing thai any should 
perish, but that all should come to repen^ 
tanccy erected a Barrier, firm and high, 
between his ransomed creatures, and that 
abyss of perdition to which they are ex- 
posed ; — a Barrier, which neither earth noc 
)iell can destroy, and which none can pass 
but in opposition to the Holy Ghost, and 
in contempt, either open or virtual, of the 
Promises and Threatenings, — of the Love, 
— and of the Blood, — of God, 

The 
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The simplicity of the means appointed 
for the attainment of the Gospel Salvation, 
is scarcely less wonderfiil than the Salva*- 
tion itself: He that believeth shall be 
^aved; believe on the Lord Jesus Christy 
and thou [penitent Sinner] shaU he saved. 
In this, the exceeding grace of God shines 
with pjre-eminent lustre ; for, in what other 
way, but that of fcUthy could a sinner, pe- 
rishing in his sins, and without strength, 
avail himself of the Divine Mercy ? and 
how could he be saved, even in this way, 
were not the faith itself, through which 
he is saved, the gift of God? Thus both 
the end and the means are of God : For 
hy grace are ye savedy through faith ; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 

K God: 
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God: not of Works ^ lest any man should 
boasty Ephes. ii. 8, 9. 

Surely it is impossible to contemplate 
the sublime and awful operations of the 
Love of God, as exhibited in the economy 
of Redemption, without feeling the full 
force of that most piercing question : How 
shall we escape^ if we neglect so great sal- 
Hon? How inexpressibly miserable, then^ 
must be the condition of those, who wil- 
fully and perseveringly reJ€Jct the salvation 
of God ; who, vainly puffed up by their 
fleshly mindSy despise the riches of his 
gracCy madly trample underfoot the blood 
of the Covenant^ and deny the Lord thaf 
bought them. How soon will every refuge 
of lies fail them ; and Ihen, alas ! the con- 
viction 
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viction may come too late, and attended 
by circumstances too horrible for reflec- 
tion, that other foundation can no man lay 
than thai is laid; and that there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins ; hut a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment^ and fiery 
indignation^ which shall devour the adr 
versariesy Heb. x. 26, 27. 



THE END. 
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G. Atkinson, Printer, 
High-Row, Darlington. 
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